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4 )
(7)
{e) DSR monitors all aspects of research performance through a list of Key
Performance Indicators (KPIs) that is annually prepared for the purpose of
exploring and assessing the KAU annual research capacity performance and
outputs.
{f) According to announced lists of world university classification ranking, DSR
follows the annual announced rankings to explore KAU ranking as they
mainly depend in their classification on overall published and cited
research of universities. -
10. Policy developments
As KAU research is developing in breadth, interaction and divergence, this policy has
to be developed to respond to new developments and needs. This should be a platform for
guiding, securing and supporting all research efforts, innovation and excellence. KAU has
the right to amend this policy at any time whenever required.
11. Approval and In-Effect Dates
(a)  This policy was originally approved on ...... Oct 2012.
(b)  This policy takes effect from Oct 2012.
AYE/YNY rlias
N _/
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1.

Research Policy at King Abdulaziz University (KAU)

Purpose

This policy defines the context that guides research at King Abdulaziz University

(KAU) within which faculty members, researchers, and graduate students can engage and
be supported in their research.

This policy is multi-faceted to cover and guide all aspects of the KAU research system

to be all complementary, consistent and balanced. This is meant to enable achieving the
research objectives and to maximize the performance and outcomes of KAU huge research

Faculty Members & Postgraduate Students Research

Faculty Members Research

platform.

2.

(a)
2.1
2.2
2.3
2.4
2.5

All faculty members have both the right and obligation to conduct research,
engage in scholarship, and publish in well-known refereed journals.

All Faculty members on contracts are committed to do research, and to
publish. In case of failing to do so, they should be notified for contract
termination and replacement. Research record or potential must have a high
priority when new faculty members are recruited.

Where appropriate, faculty members doing research are eligible to seek
support of research funds and other facilities.

Conducting research is considered a career obligation for all faculty members
and is the main requirement for promotion and career development,

This policy is not to be construed to limit Heads of Academic Departments
from assigning other responsibilities to faculty members according to their
extent of involvement in research.
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2.6

2.7

2.8

2.9

2.10

2,11

2.12

2.13

(2)

Faculty members applying for research in any of the approved programs at
KAU must follow the announced procedures, forms, timetables and any other
related official matters.

DSR encourages the formation of Research Groups (RGs} from university
faculty members in partnership with world-class professors and practicing
professionals in companies to study and research matters of scientific priority.

" DSR encourages faculty members to join the program of post-doctoral (POST-

DOC) researchers for research continuation.

KAU attracts international distinguished professors based on their reputation
and research achievements to enter in full time {(or part — time} research
agreements and benefit KAU in other matters according to the expertise and
qualification.

(b) Postgraduate Students Research

Postgraduate research students should be highly developed in their skills to
represent a vital pillar in the KAU research system due to their increasing
numbers and quality of thesis and dissertations, in addition to the need for
their involvement in other KAU research.

Deanship of Graduate Studies (DGS), Heads of Departments and graduate
students advisors are responsible for guiding postgraduate students in
choosing research topics according to priorities.

DSR, DGS, facuities and concerned units at KAU are responsible for availing
appropriate budgetary, labs, and facilities provisions to support postgraduate
students’ research.

Wherever required, international supervision of graduate students’
dissertations is encouraged to benefit from the expertise of distinguished
foreign professors,

—
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(3)

3. Research Planning

3.1  Research at KAU is mainly guided by an elastic strategic plan. According to this
plan, each faculties/institute/center at KAU has to have its own research plan.

3.2 The research plan strategic should be is inclusive to cover internal, local, and
external research programs, collaborative research agreements, funding
facilities and equipment, and commercialization of research.

4. Research Centers and Institutes:

4.1  As one of the KAU identity facets is to transform to a research university, KAU
has established research centers and institutes to raise the research profile of
KAU and promote and position itself as a highly reputed research university.

4.2 Research centers, centers of excellence, faculties, institutes, deanships and
other exemplary research units, are vehicles to conduct research to engage
with other research centers, institutions, and industry and they facilitate
interdisciplinary and muitidisciplinary research relationships.

4.3 Research centers/institutes are characterized with the following:
(@) Consistent with the strategic research priorities of KAU and Saudi
developmental needs.
(b) Aligned to the priorities of research funding supporters.
(c) Highly specialized, up-to-date lab and research facilities, highly qualified
researcher, researches assistants, and technicians have to be provided
and balanced. | ,
(d) Postgraduate students should be accommodated and be involved in
research,
4.4 Each of the research centers of excellence should establish an international
advisory board where appointed members are distinguished scientists from
around the world.
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5. Research Funding:

5.1 Sources of Funding:

{a) As a public university, KAU receives the main research funding from
government annual KAU budget allocations.

(b) For research excellence centers, as they were launched by Ministry of
Higher Education (MOHE), an initial budget is allocated for the first five
years by MOHE, :

(¢) KAU self-financing fund.

(d) Academic & Research Endowment Fund.

(e} Endowed Research Chairs funding (local & international).

(f) Research contracts funding {mainly with industry and other sectors).

{(g) Research funding from King Abdul-Aziz City for Science & Technology
{(KACST),The Saudi Basic Industries Corporation (SABIC), and any other
supporting companies.

5.2  Financial rights of the participating faculty members and their assistants are to
be organized by DSR according to each of the research programs and
contracts.

6. Statutory and Ethical Research Obligations

{a} DSR requires that faculty members and their research assistants to carry out
their research tasks in comptiance with all statutory, ethical, and contractual
obligations. o

(b) Faculty members, their research assistants, and graduate students who conduct
research that involve human subjects or animal subjects must secure prior
permission from concerned internal committees at DSR and KAU and external
national authorities if the matter requires so.

(c) Codes of research conduct should be announced and followed and misconduct

of research ethics will be penalized.
\. _/
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7.1
(a)
(b)

(c)

7.2
(a)
(b)
(c}
(d)
(e)

(5)

7. Publications, Patents & Intellectual Property

Publication & Intellectual Property:

As KAU is a public university, it is expected that all research findings are
to be announced in publicly available form or freely accessed.

Such expectation cannot be generalized as some research outputs are
restricted for publication due to contractual terms, statutory obligations,
privacy and intellectual property rights protections.

Intellectual property rights agreement should be signed by faculty
member(s), their research assistants, and graduate research students (if
necessary) with the DSR.

In case of collaboration research with other party outside the university,
a contract is to be signed to make clear the intellectual property rights of
all involved parties.

In case of authorship of books or translation, a contract is signed by DSR
with the author(s) to define intellectual property rights of both KAU and
author(s).

Patents:

KAU values research findings and encourage researchers to protect their
rights by publishing research findings and patenting their inventions.

The number of registered patents is one major indicator for the KAU
guality of research.

KAU researchers are supported by DSR throughout the Patent Unit to
register for his patent whether locally or at the U.S. Patent Office or else.
KAU provides financial and administrative support for patent registration
and offers an award for the successful registration of a patent.

DSR and vice presidency for Business and Knowledge Creativity assist in
the process of commercialization through disclosing the inventions and

helping in the lega! and contractual matters to secure the rights of both
the researcher(s) KAU and any other involved parties.
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Awards of Excellence in Research

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

KAU considers the importance of awards for excellence in research, quality
research, publishing in classified journals, producing innovations and patents. It
is a XKAU policy to encourage competition and excellence in such endeavours as
this matches with KAU envisaged identity as a research university.

DSR promotes and fosters all kinds of activity to organize, to avail all facilities, to
provide funding, and to have a healthy culture of competition and achievement
for productive research. This is a commitment to improve KAU annual
international ranking.

Awards are granted according to selection criteria that are based on
transparency and objectivity.

Awards are granted to faculty members, graduate students, and schools.

DSR organizes an annual ceremony to honor the winners and to provide their
certificates and awards.

Evaluation, Monitoring & Reviewal of Performance

(a)

{b)

{c}

(d)

The Vice Presidency for Graduate Studies & Research (VPGSR) and the D5R will
monitor faculties, research centers, deanships and any other units doing
research in their research performance against plans.

Each college/center should publish annually a list of research titles conducted
both by faculty members and graduate students and it should be included on
their web site on the KAU electronic portal.

Well chosen external reviewers of proposals and undertaken research and
internal blind reviewers are to be appointed to provide full and accurate details
according to quality and methodology criteria to the DSR about any assigned
proposals or final research reports.

The research performance of individual faculty members is monitored and
evaluated by their faculties and centers. This is to guarantee the involvement
and engagement of all faculty members.
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